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The study • To iteratively design a 12-week “replacement 
unit” for students classified as “Long Term 
English Learners” in 8th Grade ELA.

• RCT to be conducted in 32 schools.

• Teachers in the control group would receive 
5 days of professional development and 
ongoing implementation support.
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Our theoretical 
and pedagogical 
perspectives

• Sociocultural/ecological theory

• Educative and dialogic materials
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Sociocultural 
theory Development follows learning 

(therefore, instruction 
precedes development)

Participation in activity is 
central in the development 

of knowledge

Participation in activity 
progresses from 
apprenticeship to 

appropriation, from the social 
to the individual plane

Learning can be observed as 
changes in participation over 

time

Future-Oriented 
Pedagogy
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Educative materials

• Educative materials have the goal of supporting teacher learning as they 
design and enact lessons (Davis et al 2017).

• We added the goal of fostering student autonomy through social 
engagement in metacognitive processes.

• Formative and summative assessment practices are an integral part of 
the curriculum for students, who keep a multimodal portfolio of their 
learning.
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Critical dialogic interactions 

• Students must have deliberately crafted and frequent opportunities to 
co-construct understandings and to engage with multiple perspectives, 
ideas, and backgrounds in their classrooms.

• Opportunities for critical dialogic teaching can foster students’ ability to 
build upon their own life experiences and their understanding of the 
world in which they live.
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Where we 
began

We began our work by critically analyzing 
district mandated curricula for English 
Language Arts.
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Curriculum A:

A review of the 
current curricula 
used by LAUSD
revealed an 
overall inclusion 
of interesting 
and varied texts
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Students mostly 
work either alone 
or as a whole 
class
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Students have 
few opportunities 
to work in pairs 
or small groups 
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Opportunities to 
work together 
are unstructured 
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Curriculum B:

A review of a 
second national 
curriculum 
showed similar 
features 
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Teacher centered activities and limited 
opportunities for students to speak and interact

Activity 1.8 “Taking 
a Stand on Legal 
Issues” 
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Activities and 
actions proposed 
by the curriculum 
are mostly 
teacher centered 
or teacher 
directed

4. Teacher points students to the title and 
reads the first sentence aloud. 

a. Teacher asks students to think critically 
about how the title connects to the 
speech. 

b. Teacher discusses the emotions of the 
speech and its purpose: To surrender.

c. Teacher asks students to think about 
how the tone of defeat and sadness in 
each line of the speech contributes to 
the overall message.
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We then designed our replacement curriculum 
(2020) 

We designed and developed 12 weeks of educative replacement units, with:

• Enticing themes to serve as mirrors and windows for students

• Instructions (in the form of a Student Instruction Booklet) for students 
that detail both the purpose and the process of each task as well as 
all graphic organizers 

• A Student Text Booklet that contain all of the texts (both visual and 
written)

• Teacher Educative Notes that contain annotations and elaborations for 
select tasks in a separate Teacher Manual
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Our initial curriculum (2020)
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Our educative materials for teachers

Detailed annotations include:

• Explanations of the pedagogical purpose of each task and its link to 
other tasks

• Implementation directions and suggestions for variations

• Reminders of what has come before and where the lesson is headed

• Formative assessment tasks and options for teacher response to 
student learning that guide next development 
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Implementation 1: 
LAUSD 
Unit 1 teacher 
educative 
materials
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Our educative materials for students

Educative notes to students in the curriculum are designed to explain:

• What and why they are learning

• Structure and process for their learning

• Clear criteria for desired performance as it relates to learning goals

• Activities that invite students to reflect—in interaction with peers—
about the process and content of their learning, where they have 
been, and where they can go next.
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Implementation 1: 
LAUSD 
Unit 1 student 
educative 
materials
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Unit 1 implementation findings

Positive Responses to the Curriculum Challenges of the Curriculum
Teachers initially thought their students 
would find the curriculum too difficult, but 
in fact, students were able and capable of 
doing the work.

Pacing

Both teachers and students found the topics 
engaging and interesting.

Both teachers and students found the 
amount of instructions, and how the 
instructions were presented, to be 
overwhelming.

Teachers reported an overall increase in 
student participation, collaboration, and 
talk.

Teachers did not consult the separate 
teacher manual, and instead, relied 
exclusively on the student instructions.
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Implementation and revision timeline

Implementation 1: LAUSD Spring 2022 (Units 1 and 2)

• Refined Units 1 and 2

Implementation 2: NYC Summer Session 2022 (by authors) 

• Refined Units 1, 2, and 3

Implementation 3: LAUSD Spring 2023

• Refined Units 1, 2, and 3

Implementation 4: LAUSD Spring 2024
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• Thematic Units
• Spiraling Construction
• Aligned to ELA Standards
• Aligned to SBAC assessment
• Teacher Educative Notes
• All handouts and texts 

included in booklets

Our final replacement materials
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Our replacement materials

• Thematic Units
• Spiraling Construction
• Aligned to ELA Standards
• Aligned to SBAC assessment
• Teacher Educative Notes
• All handouts and texts included 

in booklets
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Our replacement materials

• Thematic Units
• Spiraling Construction
• Aligned to ELA 

Standards
• Aligned to SBAC 

assessment
• Teacher Educative Notes
• All handouts and texts 

included in booklets
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Our replacement materials

• Thematic Units
• Spiraling Construction
• Aligned to ELA Standards
• Aligned to SBAC 

assessment
• Teacher Educative Notes
• All handouts and texts 

included in booklets
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Our replacement materials

• Thematic Units
• Spiraling Construction
• Aligned to ELA Standards
• Aligned to SBAC assessment
• Teacher Educative Notes
• All handouts and texts 

included in booklets



IES Grant R305C200008 31

Our replacement materials

Woven through out each unit, lesson, and task:

• Apprenticeship opportunities for students provided by well-structured 

conversation and interaction

• Supports that deliberately target the development of writing skills
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Our replacement materials

• Thematic Units

• Spiraling Construction

• Aligned to ELA Standards

• Aligned to SBAC assessment

• Teacher Educative Notes

• All handouts and texts 

included in booklets
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A sample from unit 3, lesson 1
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Task 7: Analyzing a mural

Process: You will work together in a group of 4.

Part 1

Step 1: Decide who will focus on which element 
of the mural using Task #7 Handout: Analyzing 
a Mural.

Step 2: Look closely for your assigned element 
and write down notes about what you see on a 
piece of paper so you can later share your ideas 
with your group.
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In your small 
group

Step 3: Share your answers with each other in 
a Round Robin, discuss, and complete your 
matrix.
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In your same 
group, discuss 
each question 
and complete the 
second matrix
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As the lesson 
progresses

• Students read a text about Diego Rivera, with 
guiding questions and opportunities to ask 
and discuss questions within their small 
groups.

• Students draw conclusions about Diego 
Rivera, based on their reading of the text.

• Students read about the mural they viewed 
earlier in the lesson. 

• Students search for visual evidence within 
the mural about what they have read.
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Finally, students 
look more 
closely at select 
sections of the 
mural

Students have opportunities to collaboratively:

• Apply their knowledge about murals and the 
artist

• Analyze the mural more closely

• Infer about images, people, and expressions 
in the mural, supported by their emerging 
understandings

• Draw conclusions based on their reading of 
the texts and on their own life experiences

• Reflect on their understanding

• Begin to collaboratively design a community 
mural
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Voices from participants 

STUDENTS

“Look! At first I only had two things 
[written down], and now because 
of you guys, I have all this!”

—Students sharing and discussing 
the bubonic plague 

TEACHERS

“I will definitely take what I have 
learned and apply it to my own 
lessons. Structured ways for 
students to talk and work together, 
but also different ways to start and 
support writing. I had never thought 
of writing like that before.”

—8th Grade teacher
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For more information, please contact:

Visit our website at 
www.elrdcenter.wested.org

Mary Schmida
mschmid@wested.org

Thank you!

http://www.elrdcenter.wested.org/
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Thank you!
Questions?


